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GL¢3RY 

Robert TRAJKOVSKI 
Jamie HARNWELL 
Aurelio SCHWERTZ 
Vinko BULJUBASIC 
Gareth NAVEN (c) 
Scott MILLER 

Troy HALPIN 
Alistair EDWARDS 
Bobby DESPOTOVSKI 
Kasey WEHRMAN 
Peter BULJAN 
James AFKOS 

Dion VALLE 

Edgar ALDRIGHI JR 
Hamilton THORP 
John CARBONE 
Tony FRANKEN 
Ivan ERGIC 

Ljubo MILICEVIC 
Jason PETKOVIC 


Coach — Bernd STANGE 
Dev. Manager — Mich D’AVRAY 


Bob CATLIN 

Shane PRYCE (c) 
Andrew ROBERTS 
Adam SANDERSON 
Todd McMANUS 
Glenn SPROD 

Travis DODD 

Mark WILSON 

Chris TANCHESKI 
John BOUNAVOGLIA 
Luke TOMICH 
Robert ANGIEVSKI 
Brad WIECZOREK 
Greg OWENS 
Joshua FERGUSON 
Vasko TRPCEVSKI 
Paul WHEELER 
Andrew HARPER 
Chad MANSLEY 
Bradley SWANCOTT 
Peter JUCHNIEWICZ 
Glenn MOORE 
Damien SMITH 


Coach — Lee STERREY 
Assistant Coach — Michael LOWE 
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TODAY’S MATCH OFFICIALS 


Referee: Simon Micallef Assistant Referees: Patrick McCaffrey, Angelo Nardi 
Ath Official:Stephen Muldoon Match Inspector: James Sharp 
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NATIONAL 


National 
Soccer 
League 


Perth Glory v Newcastle Breakers 
April 16th 2000 Kick-off 3pm 
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Perth Glory 

Perry Lakes Stadium 
Meagher Drive, 
Floreat, WA 6014 
PO Box 338, 
Jolimont, WA 6014 
Ph: (08) 9383 9911 
Fax: (08) 9383 9737 


www.perthglory.com.au iit 


Perth Glory Executive 
Chairman: Nick Tana 

Deputy Chairman: Paul Atkos 
Board Members: 

Tony Di Francesco 

Garry Kift 

General Manager: Roger Lefo 
Marketing Manager: Jeff Deni 
Special Events/Promotions 
Co-ordinator: Justin Everley 


Publishers: 

Bob and Jocelyn Gordon 
Australian Sports Publications 
1-330 Fitzgerald St 

North Perth, WA 6006 

Ph: (08) 9227 5007 

Fax: (08) 9227 7049 


Editor: Tim Lefort 


Contributors: 

Tim Lefort, Richard Kreider, 
Mel Moffat, George Temple, 
Andrew Howe 


Photographers: 

Frederik Suhren, Allsport, 
Tony Feder, Frank Maietta, 
Eddie De! Castillo, David Ryall 


Artwork & Design: 
Australian Sports Publications 


Prepress & Printing: Advance Press 


NSL ‘Info Hotline’ 


1-900 123 035 
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Bobby Despotovski is working his way back to full match-fitness after 
missing seven games with a foot injury. 


Editorial 

Today's Game 

NSL Round - Up 
League Table 

The Road to Glory 

Club News 

Hot Shot 

The National Scene 

The International Arena 
Glory Mailbag 

Junior Glory 

Fantastic Fan Competition 
Extra Time 
Competitions 


a i 
Glory Features 
Jamie Harnwell 
Scott Miller 
Jason Petkovic 
Glory Wade Through the Pack 
Centrefold 
Troy Halpin 
Other Features 
Newcastle Breakers Story 
Interview with Vasko Trpcevski 
On the Road 
Against Sydney United 


Focus On Michael Curcija 
30,41,45 
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Y easter weekend 
SATURDAY 22nd - 5.30pm 
EVERTON Vs LIVERPOOL 
MONDAY 24th - 6.30pm 

ELSEA Vs MAN. UNITED 


LIVE - 


328 Barker Rd Subiaco 
ee 9581 8400 
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Men’‘s Hairstylists 


The hairdresser you can trust. 
A family business established in 1967 
JOHNNY AQUILIA HAIRSTYLISTS 


Phone 9446 7369 
ng Centre Phone 9381 8950 
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Proudly Supporting Perth Glory 


Freeway _ 
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Tony Spiccia 


Specialising in Smash Repairs - 
Spray Painting - Windscreens Fitted - Panelbeating 


Phone: 9444 4193 - 9444 4203 
Fax: 9444 4784 
11 Donovan Street, Osborne Park, WA. 6017 
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CELEBRATING 21 YEARS 


When Selling or Buying Your Home 
or Your Investment! 


Call the team with 
proven success since 1978. 


Friendly, quality service 
GUARANTEED. 


Morley Office 9275 2444 
Ballajura Office 9249 9444 


Yokine Office 9242 5444 
Proudly Supporting Perth Glory ) 


Robert Di Prinzio 


Fry] { 


Wit six rounds to go, it was anyone's guess as to what the 
final composition of the top-six would be. As many as 11 teams 
had a realistic chance of being involved in the play-offs. But 
after last weekend's results, the picture has suddenly become a 
lot clearer. And what looked to be a battle between three sides 
for the all-important double-chance and possible home grand 
final has suddenly developed into a real dogfight with any of 
the current top-six capable of filling the first two places. 


Obviously sitting at the top of the table, the Glory would have 
to be fancied for one of the spots. But as most fans are aware, 
Bernd Stange's side have an extremely tough run home, 
playing four of the other top-six sides. To be assured of a top- 
two finish, they need another nine points, while to claim the 
minor championship they'd possibly have to win all three home 
games (against Newcastle, Sydney Olympic and Northern 
Spirit) and avoid defeat at Wollongong. 


One of the real movers over the past couple of months has been 
Marconi, who are really getting it together at the right time of 
the year. They have a fantastic squad and if they can stay 
relatively injury-free and clear of suspension, look out for them 
to pinch one of the top-two places (although they suffered a big 
setback losing 3-1 to the Kingz last week). But they do have 
quite a friendly finish with home games against Gippsland and 
Adelaide along with away matches against Melbourne Knights 
and Canberra, plus of course next week's crucial clash with the 
Glory in Sydney. 


Wollongong would also fancy their chance of securing a 
double-chance after being entrenched in the top-two for most of 
2000. You'd have to back them to pick up full points against 
Canberra, Brisbane and Parramatta, while their final game is 
away to Carlton but in between they also host the Glory. And 
they've certainly got the firepower up front with four players 
already scoring more than 10 goals this season. In fact their 
goal difference, which is six better than their nearest rival 
(Glory) could be worth an extra point when it comes to the last 
round. 


A couple of recent losses and a draw against lowly Canberra 
last round has seen Sydney Olympic drop back to third and 
despite a reasonable run home, they'd probably need to get 
three points in Perth to climb back into the top-wo. A good little 
spell has given Carlton a sniff of a top-two finish. They've done 
very well to steady a shaky ship and their recent run of five 


SVD OLYMPIC 


Canberra (a) 
Brisbane (h) 
Parramatta (a) 
Perth (h) 


Carlton (a) 


Newcastle (h) Brisbane (a) 
Parramatta (h) 
Perth (a) 
Carlton (h) 


Syd Utd (h) 


Marconi (a) 


Syd Olympic (h) 
W'gong (a) 
N Spirit (h) 
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wins out of six (including a 3-1 win over the Glory) looks to 
have assured them of at least participating in the first round of 
finals action. 


Newcastle are the other team who are in a position to 
challenge for the double-chance, but they seem to have tapered 
off somewhat in recent weeks and perhaps a long season is 
starting to take its toll. With all due respect to the club, they _ 
possibly don't have the depth of some of the other sides around 
them, and although they've been proving critics wrong all 
season, if any of the current teams are to drop out of the six, it 
could be the Breakers. 


The Glory's 2-1 defeat of South Melbourne last weekend looks 
to have ended the Lakers' hopes of winning a third successive 
championship. The Oceania champions can _ still 
mathematically make the play-offs but it would take a 


~ remarkable form slump by several of the sides above them for 


it to happen. 


After 11 rounds Adelaide City Force were a club in crisis. 
They'd just lost their sixth game of the season and with a record 
of just one win, four draws and six defeats, were rooted at the 
foot of the table, two points adrift of second-last Sydney United. 
But after steadily climbing up the ladder, a series of impressive 
victories rocketed them to the fringe of the top-six and despite 
going down 1-0 in Wollongong last round, they are still within 
striking distance of making the finals for the eleventh 
consecutive season, 


Brisbane, although equal on points with Adelaide, look unlikely 
to sneak back into the six, after not being out of it for the first 
17 rounds of the season. A late, late winner last week against 
Gippsland kept their flame flickering but perhaps like 
Newcastle, they don't quite have the depth yet of some of the 
other clubs challenging for the title, and you tend to feel it 
would need a minor miracle for them to make the play-offs. 


Two sides that could yet scrape into the finals are the debut 
clubs, Parramatta and the Football Kingz. Both have games in 
hand and the Kingz don't meet any of the top-six teams along 
the way. The Power's run home is a bit tougher but they've 
certainly got the players capable of doing the job. 


There are countless permutations and possibilities but one 
thing is certain, it all points to an intriguing and thrilling climax 
to the home and away season. 


Perth (a) 
Carlton (h) 
Syd Utd (a) 
Sth Melb (h) 


Parramatta (h) 
Sth Melb (a) 


Sth Melb (h) Gippsland (h) 
Newcastle (a) Perth (h) 

Sth Melb (h) Knights (a) 
Syd Olympic (a) Ad Force (h) 
W'gong (h) Canberra (a) 
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9 restaurants. 5 bars. 1 place 


After the game, come on over to 
Burswood Resort Casino. You'll find 
nine restaurants, five bars, dozens 
of games, and millions of dollars in 
jackpots waiting to be won - 24 
hours a day. Plus, there’s free live 
entertainment every single night. 
So, if you’re still looking for action 
after the game, you know where to 
go. 

You must be 18 to enter Burswood Casino. 


Dress standards apply. For details, call the 
Dress Smart Infoline on 9362 7693. 


www.burswood.com.au 


INTERNATIONAL RESORT CASINO 


90900000000 Where the action is rae eee elo 
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LACKS PUNCH 


Surprise packet Newcastle have come to Perth in 
search of at least one point, which would leave 
them one win away from the points total they 
believe would guarantee a place in the finals. 


The Breakers have been flying this season and on 
December 17 scored a 3-2 victory over Perth, 
further enhancing their bogey status with now table- 
topping Glory. 


But a cocktail of mixed results and bad weather 
have contrived to at least derail the Newcastle 
charge and going into round 30 they lie in sixth 
place after recently setting the pace for the first time 
in their history. 


"We've had so much rain in Newcastle we've 
managed just four ball sessions in three weeks," a 
frustrated coach lee Sterrey said from his New 
South Wales office. 


"So we come into this game underdone. |'m not 
looking forward to coming to Perth, that's for sure. 


"| know the statistics say we are a bit of a bogey 
team for Perth, but I'm sure Mr Stange has them 
pumped up for a big game. 


"We need four points from our final six games to be 
sure of making the finals, so that's a win and a 
draw, but we still have to play South Melbourne 
home and away as well as Parramatta on May 2 in 
a postponed fixture... and Perth Glory, so we have 
a really tough finish to the season." 


Sterrey, who has developed a squad he said 
exudes character, commitment and desire, delights 
that his side are usually the underdogs, despite their 
terrific season. 


"We don't have a team of stars, we have a star 
team, everyone works for each other," he said. 
"This is the same side that finished eighth last year, 
with just a few subtle changes." 


Striker John Buonavoglia has been in startling form 
of late with four goals in his last two appearances 
and it's his partnership with veteran Andy Harper 
that has helped bring a lot of the success. 


"Andy's been running around on 19-year-old legs 
this year - he's been a revelation - and because of 
the attention he draws it allows John to do his tricky 
bits," the coach confided. 


Totlay's Game 


Edgar’s recent form could make him an influencial factor 
in today’s game. 


Glen Moore has been the rock in the heart of 
Newcastle's defence and trojan midfielder Mark 
Wilson has claimed more scalps than he's lost. 


Glory was Sterrey's tip for the title last season: and 
he believes they're stronger this term. 


Alistair Edwards has been among the goals, his 
two against South Melbourne taking his total fo 13 
this year and a midfield that can't find room for 
exciting teenage prospect Ivan Ergic must be on 
top of its game. 


Troy Halpin will no doubt want to show his former 
Breakers colleagues what they're missing and 
Kasey. Wehrman will be keen to show Perth fans 
starved of his attentions what he has to offer. 


Throw in Brazilian Edgar and wing-backs Rob 
Trajkovski and Scott Miller and Sterrey has another 
cocktail to digest. 


George Temple 
British Soccer Week 
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on the entire Mazda range. 
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Call into your local Mazda WOLLONGONG WOLVES 1 ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 0 


dealer and support the team 


behind your team. 
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PERTH MAZDA DEALERS - PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE PERTH GLORY 


CANNINGTON OSBORNE PARK VICTORIAPARK BAYSWATER 
Parkland Mazda Jason Mazda Mazda City Wood Bros 
Hans in Ph: 9458 7222 Ph: 9444 7388 Ph: 93618055 Mazda 


AUSTRALIA Get in. Be moved, 
Ph: 9272 4044 


PL W DL 


F <A Pts GD 


Sydney Olympic 


29 16 7 6 S54 37 S55 +17 
Wollongong Wolves 29 15 8 6 61 38 53 +23 


29 


29 14 6 9 AP 34 48 +15 
14.6 9 46 33 48 +13 


Marconi Stallions 29 14 6 9 AZ 38 A8 


+5 


Newcastle Breakers 28 13 8 7 Al 35 A7 


+6 


10 41 31 41 =+10 


Brisbane Strikers 29 ~=11 


10 37 33 Al +4 


48 49 Al -l 


Parramatta Power 
South Melbourne 


Force 29 1]1 
28 12 5 Ii 
27. 11 1] 
29 10 7 


Northern Spirit 
Melbourne Knights 29 10 6 


29° 1 


Canberra Cosmos 29 6 
Gippsland Falcons 29 6 


Sydney United 


29 A 


12 43 45 37 -2 


43 37 38 +6 


3.15 38 48 36 -10 
13.30 50 36 -20 


8 15 37 55 26 -18 
15 


17.36 26 -19 


5 20 


Adelaide City Force Vs 
Canberra Cosmos Vs 


Parramatta Power 
Carlton 

Brisbane Strikers 

Marconi Stallions 


Melbourne Knights 


(Rd 16) Kingz FC 


Situated at the Subiaco Pavilic 


Vs 
Vs 
Vs 
Vs 
Vs 
Vs 


17 46 17 -29 


Northern Spirit 
Wollongong Wolves 
Sydney United 
South Melbourne 
Sydney Olympic 
Gippsland Falcons 
Kingz FC 
Parramatta Power 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 
P. CARDOZO, SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
M. CURCIJA, SOUTH MELBOURNE 
J. BUONAVOGLIA, NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 15 
D. MORI, ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
A. EDWARDS, PERTH GLORY 
C. BOUTSIANIS, PERTH GLORY 
A. MOREIRA, CARLTON SC 


PERTH GLORY 
C. BOUTSIANIS 
A. EDWARDS 


B. DESPOTOVSKI 


CROWD COMPARISON 
ROUND 29 99/00: 
CUMULATIVE 99/00(after Rd 29): 
ROUND 29 98/99: 
CUMULATIVE 98/99 (after Rd 29) 1,144,714 


Hindmarsh Stadium 


Bruce Stadium 


Parramatta Stadium 


Olympic Park 


Suncorp Metway Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 

Knights Stadium 

North Harbour Stadium 


SEE WOLFGANG FOR YOUR GLORY SPECIALS 


CRONSIC TT IROULS 


Pork, Beef, Turkey 


and Lamb. 


, just down from the Subi 


Date Opponents 


J. Harnwell 

A. Schwertz 

V. Buljubasic 
S. Despotovski 
P. Buljan 

L. Milicevic 

J. Petkovic 

G. Faria 


| J. Afkos 


Sat 2 Oct 
Sun 10 


Gippsland Falcons 


Wf fa) R. Trajkovski 
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Sun 17 _ | Melbourne Knights 


Sun 24 __| Adelaide Force 


gj | | | G. Naven 
q iq q W| J. Carbone 
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Fri 29 Canberra Cosmos 
Sun 7 Nov Brisbane Strikers 


Fri 12 Parramatta Power 


Sun 21 | Melbourne Knights 
Sun 28 | Carlton 


Sun 5 Dec] Sydney United 


Sun 12 | South Melbourne 


Ao 
Fri 17 Newcastle Breakers 
Tue 28 | Marconi Stallions i.e 
Mon 3 Jan| Sydney Olympic , 


Gippsland Falcons 


f 


Northern Spirit 
Kingz FC 


Wed 26 


ia 


Sun 30 | Wollongong Wolves 


| 


Sun 6 Feb| Marconi Stallions 


FICC 


Sun 13 | Melbourne Knights 


Aa 


1 


Fri 18 Adelaide Force 


" 


a 


Sun 27 | Canberra Cosmos 
Sat 4 Mar | Brisbane Strikers 


Sun 12 | Parramatta Power 


q 


Sat 18 | Melbourne Knights 


waga 
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Fri 24 Carlton 


CIC IE ICICI: 


Le 
TMC 


Sun 26 | Kingz FC 
Sun 2 Apr| Sydney United 


Sun 9 South Melbourne 


PEI 


CIC: 


Sun 16 | Newcastle Breaker: 


i 


Fri 21 Marconi Stallions 


Tue 25 | Sydney Olympic 


Sun 30 |Wollongong Wolves | A 


Sun 7May| Northern Spirit 


Perth Glory Goals 


NSL Appearances 


Perth Glory Appearances 


aq NSL Goals 


"IF = Played (HF = Yellow Card MIF = Red Card "= Substi 


e "IF. = Goals Scored "Hf = Substituted by 


F.A. CUP FINAL 
TICKETS! 


| We have a limited number of tickets and 
corporate packages available 


Saturday, May 20 


THE PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
Reserved seated match ticket and match 
programme. 


PRE MATCH FUNCTION 
Champagne reception and complimentary bar 
Three course meal with half bottle of wine per person 
After dinner coffee and mints 


POST MATCH FUNCTION 
Post match sandwich buffet, tea and coffee 
Evening buffet with cash bar available for the evening 


BEAT THE GST ON TICKET PRICES 


Contact Libby or Stuart 
Tel (03) 9783 2099 - Fax (03) 9783 2553 


iN 


MOBILE 
0418 924 847 


FAX 
9249 5747 


13 Island Retreat, 
Balajura 6066 


P &PITALIAN 


e Private & Sub, Division Retaining Walls 


* Home Cladding Internal/External 


* Pool Surrounds, Fences etc, Large Team Available 
* Own Bobcat Operators 


The team at Ansett Australia are proud to be a major sponsor of the Perth Glory Soccer 
Club. For all air travel reservations to Perth Glory away games contact your AFTA 
or licensed travel agent or call Ansett Australia on 13 13 00. 


TMGSOCOG 1996, AdTown VAI 126 


ANSETTAUSTRALIA 


New Kick-Off Times 


Please be advised that at the Glory fixtures on Tuesday the 25th of April and on Sunday the 7th of 
May 2000, kick-off will now take place at 3.00pm due to a concern over possible lack of natural light. 


Congratulations to Noel Galopin 


Perth Glory would like to congratulate one of their hard working Event Staff on his wedding this weekend. 
Noel, who takes care of the ball boys and girls on match days has helped the club since it's inception and 
Perth Glory would like to wish him and his new wife all the very best for the future. 


Charity Day - 


A chance to assist our two worthy 


charities 


Today sees Perth Glory's two nominated charities take to the field at half-time to. shake their tins and try to 
raise some much needed funds. Please give generously to these two wonderful organisations. 


CANTEEN - 


CanTeen {The Australian Organisation for Young living with Cancer) is a 
peer support organisation, which provides recreational and support based 
programs to both patients and siblings who live daily with 
cancer. 


CanTeen isa non-profit charity that relies on the support of the general 
public and business community, in order to deliver high quality programs 
to its young members. Without funding, the organisation is unable to 
guarantee its young people the ongoing social and emotional support they 
require. 


The vision of CanTeen is "to bring together all young people living with 
cancer". This vision not only includes patients but their brothers and 
sisters. The goal of CanTeen is to support, develop and empower these 
young people. 


Hopefully your support today can go towards achieving this goal. 


MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION 


Today we have a fantastic opportunity to help those people affected 
by muscular dystrophy. For those affected, the simple acts that we take 
for granted such as holding acan of beer, eating from a packet of 
chips, blowing your nose or scratching that annoying itch is denied. They 
have to depend on someone else to help them do all these simple things. 
By donating to the MDA volunteers walking around the oval today, YOU 
can help US to help OTHERS. Only through medical research can we give 
our children the hope of a cure and improve their quality of life. Please 
support the Muscular Dystrophy Association's Quest for A Cure and 
give generously when their volunteers approach you. ° 


Together, we will beat muscular dystrophy! 


CHAIRMAN’S CLUB 


WA PRIDE PLUMBING 
DEACONS GRAHAM & JAMES 
DANZAS 
ALINTA GAS 
CHANNEL 10 
POST DATA 
HECTOR SETTLEMENTS 
ROSENDORFF’S DIAMOND 
JEWELLERS 
ODIN CERAMICS 
MONADELPHOUS 
WESTERN WELDING 
MARTINOVICH METALS 
STEGGLES 
MRG INTERNATIONAL 
SWIFT & MOORE 
DE BRUIN DEVELOPMENTS 
KPMG 
BERKELEY CHALLENGE 
GRYPHON CONSULTANTS, 
BEAM & LINTEL SALES 


BOXHOLDERS 


LIFTRITE TOYOTA 
DYSON PACKAGING 
DRIFTWOOD WINES 

VISYBOARD 
AUSTRALIAN POST 
MOLTONI CORPORATION 
FAULDING HEALTHCARE 
CANON AUSTRALIA 
MAERSK 
WESTRAC EQUIPMENT 


HISTORY 
IN 1951 a group of migrants from the Greta camp in 
Newcastle came together fo form a football team. Recently 
arriving from all parts of the European continent, these men 
were itching to apply their footballing skills developed back 
in their former European homelands in their new home 
nation. The Austral club was born. Originally accepted into 
the north NSW second division, the club eventually rose to 
prominence by winning Northern NSW first division grand 
finals in 1966 and 1969. Between 1978 and 1986 another —_ John Bounavoglia has 15 Veteran Andy Harper has proven 
Newcastle club : Neweaatle KB Ufited apreeteain in the goals so far for the season to be an asset for the Breakers 
NSL. In its early days KB United regularly attracted crowds over 12,000, however the club faded to 
obscurity and had its NSL place bought out by fellow Hunter region club Adamstown Rosebud. In 1990 
Austral announced a major sponsorship deal with BHP steel and together with an extensive monetary loan 
made by the NSW government, the club vastly upgraded their playing headquarters. Purchased twenty 
years previously at Birmingham Gardens in Newcastle's western suburbs, Austral’s home ground soon 
boasted an impressive grandstand and was now ready for national league status. Renamed the Newcastle 
Breakers in 1991, the club entered the national league. The Breakers’ policy in its first few years was to 
supplement a team based on local talent with expensive imports. Rod Brown, Warren Spink and Jason 
Polak helped the Breakers finish just one point away from fourth position in 1992/93. But the outlay of so 
much money crippled the club, and the Breakers pulled out of the NSL for the 1994/95 season. The 
Breakers management recouped and they re-entered the league in 1995/96. Relying heavily on young 
local talent, which in more recent years is finally starting to show dividends, and after a very impressive 
run of results earlier in the season, the Breakers are heading for their bestever finish to an NSL season. 


COACH PROFILE - LEE STERREY 
Born: 1 May 1961, Sydney 


SENIOR PLAYING CAREER 

Sydney United (NSW) 1981-83 Sydney United (NSL) 1984 Marconi Stallions 
(NSL] 1985-87 Blacktown City (NSW) 1989 Blacktown City (NSL} 1989 
COACHING CAREER 


Marconi Youth Newcastle Breakers (NSL) 1998- 
National Soccer League W-D-L record: 24-15-17 


LEE Sterrey played his junior football at Sydney United before making his 
break into the senior team in 1981. He helped United win the NSW State 
; | League championship in 1981 and 1982, making his name in his early 

i years as a strong, tall and reliable central defender. Sterrey was a virtual 
ever-present in United's first season in the national league in 1984. The following year he moved to 
Marconi and played 58 NSL games for the club before moving to Blacktown City in the NSW state league 
in 1988. Blacktown were promoted to the NSL in 1989 and by the end of that season, Sterrey had tallied 
up more than 100 games in the national league. 


Sterrey moved into coaching by taking control of the Marconi Youth team in the early to mid 1990s, and 
was assistant to Zoran Matic in the 1997/98 NSL season. The call-up to the head position at Newcastle 
came up in 1998 and, after the team had spent several years languishing in the bottom half of the NSL 
ladder, with the guidance of Sterrey the Breakers have finally got a finals-bound NSL team. 
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Major 1999/2000 transters 


Major gains: Andrew Harper (Brisbane 


Strikers), Travis Dodd (Adelaide City), Vasko 
Trpcevski (Perth Glory), Damien Smith (Leichhardt 


Tigers 


Gippsland Falcons 


- NSW) 


A. Roberts 
T. McManus 


Major losses: Robert Shannon (Scotland), 
Fouad Umlil (Morocco), Peter Ritchie (released), 
Sang Chul Yoon (Korea) 

HEAD TO HEAD v PERTH GLORY 

Wins: Breakers 5-2 (0 draws) 

Goals: 16-13 Breakers 
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C. Tancheski 
qj J. Buonavoglia 
| L. Tomich 

q gq R. Angievski 
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M. Wilson 
B. Wieczorek 
B. Swancott 


a 
gq qj P. Juchniewicz 
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Fri 5 Nov | Marconi Stallions H 
Sun 14 | Melbourne Knights | A 


Fri 19 Adelaide City Force | H 
ri 26 Canberra Cosmos 


2832 
4171 


2889 
5027 


Fri 3 Dec | Brisbane Strikers H 
Fri 10 Parramatta Power 


A 4004 


Fri 17 Perth Glory H| 3-2) 4127 
Tue 28 ‘| Carlton 0-0) 3098 [ar 


Sun 2 Jan | Sydney United H| 1-0} 6816 ar 
Fri 7 Sydney Olympic H | 3-2] 6907 


Fri 21 


Wed 26 


Adelaide City Force |_H 
Adelaide City Force | A 


2 


Fri 11 


Northern Spirit 


Sat 19 


H 
Kingz FC A 


Fri 25 Gippsland Falcons_| H 
Sun 5 Mar} Marconi Stallions A 


Melbourne Knights 


Fri 10 
Fri 17 


Tue 28 


Adelaide City Force 
Canberra Cosmos 


Sat 1 Apr 


Brisbane Strikers 
Breakers’ Appearances 


Breakers’ Goals 


NSL Appearances 


NSL Goals 


"IF = Played JEP =Yellow Card #MF = Red Card "= Substitute "WF = Goals Scored "MP = Substituted by 


b 


Oyt-torihree Gantes/\, 


2 Sad ca “ i! 
- mali A iteiMmeeediauiin aaa 


The only disappointing thing 6 come out of last Sunday's 2-1 win against South Melbourne was the news 
y 19) IAG, Y, g 

that star defender Jamie Harnwell will be suspended for the next three games after picking up his tenth 

yellow card of the sedson. Unfortunatelysthe next three matches are all against top-six sides - today's 


Travel light. Move fast. Enjoy the game. _ opponents Newcastle, Marconi (away) and Sydney Olympic (home) and his absence at the heart of the 


defence will be difficult to cover. It's thé third suspension the big defender has received this season but he 
he wouldn't be changing his hard-tackling style, saying he felt he'd been on the end of a few unlucky 


"No, | definitely won't be, " he said, "I don't think I'd be as effective a player if | changed my style.” | 
"My job is to get stuck in and win the ball and Bernd's fold me to keep playing the way | am." 


A ANSETTAUSTRALIA 
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VASKO TRPCEVSKI 


There were big raps 
om Vasko Trpcevski 
when he joined the 
Perth Glory last season 
from Victorian state 
league side Altona 
Magic. He was seen as 
a very skilful midfielder 
and had already 
played for Australia at 
under-17 and under-20 
level, as well as having 
a stint in Portugal. But 
unfortunately, Trecevski 
never really recovered 
- from a bad leg injury 
ii suered | in the pre-season and didn’t feature much 
for the Glory. Hoowever the 25-year-old was 
snapped up by Newcastle and on the eve of today’s 
game against his former club | spoke to Vasko. 


ison at Newcastle 
e’s been such c 
fortunes from last 


Obviously it’s your first 
but why do you think 
turnaround in the club’s 
year? 


| think the boys have just stuck together and there were 
a few new signings and | think they’re just a bit more 
organised and a bit more confident now. 


How much of a factor has your coach Lee 


Sterrey been behind the transformation? 


Yeah, he’s kept the team together and he’s made a few 
| crucial moves at certain times of the season. He 
actually studies the other teams a lot and | think that’s 
helped a lot for our team. 


What sort 


start of th 


e side set at the 


Just to be anywhere around the top six, you know, if we 
can make the top six. And that’s still our target - to 
make the finals for the first time in the club’s history. 


| think it does because even when we were second...| 
don’t know if we actually hit first or maybe equal 
first...but a lot of people were saying; ‘Oh, they‘re not 
going to be there at the end of the season.’ Even with 
five rounds to go, some people are...| don’t know if 
they‘re hoping...but | think some of the experts, the so- 
called experts, they still believe we're not going to 
make it. So | think yeah, the boys are out to prove 
everyone wrong. 


Does it mal 


| think it is. | mean everyone looks at Newcastle as sort 
of outsiders and hopefully we can change that this 
year. 


Having said that, you have 
recent weeks. Are you in dang 
way of Brisbane and missing 


Uh...yeah, we did lose one game at home and then, 
two on the trot actually, one away to Adelaide and 
there was a bit of pressure on us but we got a couple 
of good results. We beat Canberra. Two-nil down, we 
beat them 3-2 and then in Brisbane we got a good 
result, so | think we're on the way. We need six points 
in the last five games so | think we're well on our way. 


Do you think you’ve got the depth of some of 
the other ¢ clubs, or could that be your 
downfall in the run-in to the finals? 


No, nowhere near. We haven't got the depth of 
obviously Perth Glory or Sydney Olympic or Marconi 
or a few other top teams and | think the budget’s a bit 
lower than a few of the other teams as well but the boys 
are focussed and hopefully we can make a good go of 
it. 


Well, | think everyone just wants to take if one step at 
a time. Hopefully we can make the top six and 
anything can happen from there. That's our main 
objective, make the top six and don’t embarrass 


ourselves in the finals, which | don’t think we will. 


Las ee ny aerial] Desa ens 
, how have you bee 


Being this season 


Oh not too bad. | played most of the first half of the 


season. I’ve struggled for a few weeks actually now 
and ea that can change just before the finals. 


We never OU over 
here. Do 


prove to WA fans? 


ng to 


Not really. | have good memories from Perth Glory, all 
the people over there were great and...yeah a good 
result will just...| don’t really look at it any differently to 
any other match that we play away -just go over there 
and get a good result | believe. 


been an extremely frustrating 
yin Perth. 


It must have 
time for you 


Yeah it was actually. | was out, like you know, for most 
of the season but it was good to see the boys do well 
and obviously we did well and got third place last 
year, so that helped a bit. It would have been worse if 
you're injured and then the team does badly as well. 


Looking back, do you think you perhaps 
deserved: another chance and with a solid 
pre-season might have done yourself justice? 


Yeah...1 mean, you know...it’s top club, it’s probably 
the best club in Australia but you don’t know. The 
coach has got opinions and | don’t think you 
can...Obviously he can buy any player he wants and 
he basically told me | wasn’t fitting in his plans, so it 
was better to move on somewhere else. But yeah, 
would have been good. 


time ii 


No, no. | enjoyed my time there to be honest. | still 
believe it’s the most professional club in Australia and 
very close to some of the clubs overseas. You learn a 
lot of things about the game and about everything, and 
they're great fans over there. It wasn’t a waste of a 
year, you know, everyone gets injured. 


r soccer 


your strik 


df 
and the veteran Harper, but 
must be more to the 


“tal (i ae 
side than just those two. 


al 
uU are, there 


1 
where 


Yeah, all the boys work hard | think. Buonavoglia’s got } 


most of the goals and Harper’s backed him up with a 
few but yeah, | don’t think’ anyone gets any headlines 
over here except those two. They're quiet workaholics, 
all the other players | think, they’re low-profile players. 


Looking ahead to Sunda 
certainly had the wood over 
recently. Is that something the be are 


aware of or would bring up before the 


game, 


No, | don’t think it will come into Lee’s speech on 


Sunday, We just take every game as it comes and we | 
just go away and play to win everywhere we go to be | 


honest. Perth Glory are on top of the ladder so | don’t 


think you can say; ‘We beat them the last few times or | 


whatever.’ | mean they’re the best side in the comp. 


Have you come to Perth looking for three 


points or would you be happy to go home 


with a draw? 


Definitely three points. A draw | don’t think will do | 
anyone any good. We haven't played for a draw to be | 


honest with you anywhere, and we're just coming to 
get three points, definitely. 


Tim Lefort 


fans over here are | 
John Buonavoglia 


you’ve | 
the Glory | 


Present this Voucher and receive a 1/2 pint beer of your choice 
(or a glass of Chardonnay) 
Redeemable Match Days only - 1 voucher per person 
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NATIONAL CHARGE CARO FOR CABS 


NATIONAL CHARGE CARD FOR CABS 


ick on wit 
mu Draft 
Midstrength 
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With three goals in 
the last two matches Alistair 
Edwards sees his tally soar 
to 13 goals for the season. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is prohibited at all times - offenders will be prosecuted. 

The setting alight of, igniting, or discharging of any type of object including fireworks, signal or smoke flares is strictly prohibited. 
All spectators are requested to vacate the ground within 15 minutes of the end of the game. 

Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised persons who remain after the stipulated time. 


| 


CAR AUDIO 
Year 2000 Special SAVE $230 
Save $230 with this special package 


CD receiver and speakers 
all for $399. Normally $629 


For more details, call A-1 Audio Electronics 


| 


|| THE last few weeks have been pretty special to left 
wing-back Scott Miller. He became the first player to 
|| appear 100 times in a Perth Glory strip...signed a 
i] new contract...got married...and recaptured the 
|| dashing, daredevil form that made him the scourge of 
|| NSL opponents last season, and landed him the club's 
|| Most Glorious Player award. 


Miller sets himself high standards and is his own 

|| toughest critic. When asked if a series of pre-season 

injuries were behind his inconsistent early-season 

form, he refused to reach for the baton and run with 
the excuse. 


‘Yes, | did have a few problems in the pre-season 
games because of a nagging hamstring problem, but 
no | can't use that as the reason,’ he said. 


‘| don't really know what it was. Maybe it was 
because the team as a whole wasn't playing all that 
well early on and it tends to have an impact on you. 


‘Just like when the team is doing well, everyone feels 
great.” 


Miller reckons that the chopping and changing of 

midfield players in front of him didn't give him the 

| chance to establish a consistent partnership with 
H| anyone. 


Con Boutsianis, John Carbone, Alistair Edwards and 
Kasey Wehrman all slotted into the hole just ahead of 
him at various times this season. 
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Scott Miller has had a busy few weeks becomin 

Glory player fo appear 100 times in a Perth Glo 

signing a new contract, getting married and recap 
some of that form of old. 


‘It's not an excuse, but it does take time to adjust 
when someone new takes over,’ said Miller. ‘It takes a 
little while to come to an understanding, to know when 
you can and when you can't make a run. When you 
can and when you can't release the ball. To know 
what to expect, that's the key. 


‘But | teamed up pretty well last week (against South 
Melbourne) with Kasey, so hopefully we can keep it 
going for a while and improve every time as we get 
closer to the finals.’ 


Not that Miller is letting his mind wander too far 
ahead with thoughts of finals soccer. 


‘| know it's an old cliche, but it's very true in our 
approach ... we are taking it ONE GAME AT A TIME 
and trying to block out all the fuss going on around us 
and talk about grand finals, top two finishes or 
whatever,’ he said. 


‘We've been very concentrated this week on 
Neweastle Breakers. We haven't beaten them at Perth 
Oval, so that's all we are aiming at. It was the same 
last week. We hadn't beaten South Melbourne in 
Melbourne, so all our thoughts were on achieving that 
goal.’ 


Miller revealed that the team had set itself a GOAL 
this season of making Perth Oval the most feared 
stadium in the NSL. 


‘In the season before Bernd (coach Bernd Stange) 
came, we had won only four games at home,’ he said. 
‘We did a bit better last season, but had that bad trot 
in January, so we resolved to do something about it 
this time round. 


‘We've only lost there once this season (to Brisbane) 
and maybe had a few lucky draws, but! think a lot of 
teams look at our home record and think that it's a 
tough place to visit. We want to make them feel really 
scared, It's something we're keen to keep going.’ 


The 27-year-old would like to think he has become an 
all-round better player this season, despite possibly not 
having the home fans on their feet as of often as usual 
to cheer the lung-bursting flank surges that had 
become his trademark. 


‘The crowd might like to see me going forward a bit 
more, but I've probably had fewer opportunities this 


season, sometimes because of our tactics and 


sometimes because visiting teams have been playing 
wingers against me,’ he said. 


Ve had to defend a bit more. But | don't mind that. 
team defence is the first thing, so if I've got to 


‘defending a bit more, so be it. It's certainly 
“improved my qualities in that department and 
f it's probably improved my fitness as well.’ 


- Miller was the only Glory player fo turn out 
in all 26 games in the club's first season in 
| 1996/97. The following season he was 
missing only once, because of suspension. He 
missed out twice last season, once through 
suspension and once when Stange rested the 
’ wing-back in the team's last regular-season fixture. 


He had chalked up 104 appearances when he 
“missed his first game through injury when a 
‘hamstring strain sidelined him for the home game 
‘against Parramatta Power on March 12. He also 
‘was absent when the Glory took on Kingz FC at 
‘Perth Oval on March 26. But he had a good excuse, 
having got married the day before in Melbourne. 


It hurt not being there, but it was originally a free 
weekend ... the Kingz game had been scheduled for 
January ... and Miller had set the date well in 
advance and relatives had travelled from Scotland 
for the ceremony. 


He was back in training within a few days, 
postponing any thoughts of a honeymoon until the 
off season. Hopefully, he'll have extra reasons to 
celebrate when he does take off with wife Georgina. 

‘Like a grand final winner's medal? 


i Maybe, too, he'll have achieved a few more goals 
|... like knocking them into the back of the net. He 
‘bogged two in season one, the same the following 


Time is about right for another Miller special. 


Mel Moffat 
of The West Australian 


| Paint West Centre | 


! SPECIALS ON NOW FOR ALL YOUR PAINTING NEEDS } 


Cnr Hutton and 
Guthrie St. 


9446 2609 


a wide range of products 


Osborne Park 


MILLER IS BACK WITH A VENGT 


do-it-yourself tips and 


Malaga 


Cnr Stanford Way and 
Alexander Dr. 


9249 6911 


season, upped it to four last term and, so far, has 

twice been on target this campaign. His last goal 

was in the 4-2 win over Carlton on November 28. 
| 


all painting accessories 


Fremantle 
95 Hampton Rd. 


9336 6011 


Proudly Supporting’Perth Glory 


Plant Hire 

e Earthmoving 
Block Clearing 
Compacting 


Sand Supplies & 
Cartage Contractors 


Get it first time 
or get it free 


91 Scarborough Beach Road 
Scarborough 6019 
Phone: 9245 3344 


6 Cressall Road 

Balcatta WA 6021 

Telephone 9345 3443 Bio 
Fax 9345 4045 


The Art of Refinishing 


TRUE COLOURS PANEL & PAINT 


Specialising in 2 Pak Baked Enamel Finishes 


We match any colours 
We paint anything any colour 
Rust Repairs & Insurance Work 
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Bubs: Ivan Ergic for Trajkovski (57 mins) 
Bobby Despotovski for Aurelio (83 mins) 


ST PLAYERS FOR PERTH GLORY 


istair Edwards, Jason Petkovic, Troy Halpin, Gareth 


iaven 


The boys congratulate Alistair Edwards, who 
“gave the Glory an inspirational 2-1 win. 


+ 


GLGSRY 


South Melbourne 1 (Goran Lozanovski 65) 
Perth Glory 2 (Alistair Edwards 3, 91) 


Half-time score 0-1 Attendance 5,833 


Yellow cards: Perth Glory - Jamie Harnwell 
South Melbourne - Con Blatsis 


Pert Glory took a huge step towards securing a top-two spot and a 
possible home grand final with a gutsy 2-1 win over South Melbourne. | 
An injury-time winner by Alistair Edwards gave the Glory their firstever 
victory at Bob Jane Stadium and all but ended the reigning champions’ | 
hopes of competing in this season's finals. Bernd Stange said he went | 
to Melbourne for a point but Edwards gave his side a dream start, 
scoring after just three minutes, Scott Miller took the ball forward before 
laying it off to Edwards who lashed a low shot from the left edge of the | 
box into the bottom right corner. South Melbourne came back strongly, 
with Michael Curcija looking particularly sharp up front, though the 
Olyroo wasted a golden chance to equalise when he dragged a shot 
wide with only Jason Petkovic to beat. The home side had two strong | 
appeals for penalties, both for handball, but it was a Goran Lozanovski 
free-kick that got them back on equal terms, the dead-ball wizard | 
curling a free-kick over the wall and’ past Petkovie!'s despairing dive. 
The goal inspired the home side and they sensed a late winner but 
Petkovic made a series of wonderful saves, one of them a world-class | 
reflex stop to deny Nick Orlic from six yards. Ivan Ergic made a couple 
of good runs after coming off the bench but just as it looked like the 
points would be shared, Edwards’ powerful low free-kick from ihe edge | 
of the area deflected off Fausto De Amicis and beat keeper Chris Jones } 
to give the Glory a dramatic victory. 


BERND STANGE’S REACTION: 


"We played for a draw and we had a lucky wins After the equaliser | || 
was a little nervous." 


"We have five more games and if we are able to win all our home 
games | think it ‘s enough for the toptwo.” 


EST. 1959 


SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C, \ 
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| PERTH GLORY 2 
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Gareth Nayen put in yet another stunning performance 
winning him back to back man-ofthe-match awards. 


SYDNEY UNITED 0 
(Alistair Edwards 18, 


i] Ivan Ergic 85) 


| Half-Time score 1-0 


Yellow cards: Perth Glory - Bobby Despotovski, 
Gareth Naven 


ree United - Tom Pondeljak, Terry Palapanis, 


Vince Savoca, Ante Moric 
Attendance: 10,275 


¥ 


RISTORANTE 
PIZZERIA 


PERTH Glory retained top spot on the NSL ladder with 
a 2-0 win over wooden-spoon favourites Sydney United 
in a scrappy and sometimes spiteful affair at Perth Oval. 
It certainly wasn't a pretty game as the home side 
struggled to break down the Puma's defence. The Glory 
lacked creativity and ideas and didn't look 
championship material but at the end of the day they 
managed to collect another three points. Alistair 
Edwards opened the scoring after 18 minutes with a 
glancing header into the bottom corner from Scott 
Miller's teasing free-kick. Peter Buljan then had two good 
chances to increase the lead but the former Canberra 
star still hasn't quite got back his sharpness in front of 
goal since returning from injury. Jason Petkovic had a 
scare after spilling a cross but Ante Moric wasn't even 
able to get his shot on target when the loose ball 
dropped to his feet. Buljan's unhappy afternoon 


- continued in the second half when he was unable to find 


the target with just the keeper to beat and shortly after 
Aurelio came on fo replace him. The Brazilian was 
straight into the action, keeping the Sydney defence on 
their toes with a series of impressive runs and powerful 
shots, but it was Despotovski who almost made it 2-0, his 
bulletlike header from another superb Rob Trajkovski 
cross flying just inches over the bar. However in the end 
it was a little bit of Brazilian magic that settled the nerves 
of both the players and the fans. Aurelio took the ball 
well, turned brilliantly, jinked past one opponent before 
sliding an inch-perfect pass into the path of Ergic who 
coolly clipped the ball past Brett Hughes into the bottom 
righthand corner from just inside the area. 
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ORE 5} OBE OBE 
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EDGAR NAVEN EDWARDS 
Bose spies 


DESPOTOVSKI BULAN 
Subs: Ivan Ergic for Valle (24 mins) 
Aurelio Schwertz for Buljan (58 mins) 
John Carbone for Despotovski (76 mins) 


BERND STANGE'S REACTION: 


"For me it is acceptable, the result today. It was not 

ur best game today, but it's acceptable because 
everybody's a little bit nervous. We are top of the 
ladder, we have only six games to go and the 
expectation is very high here in Perth." 


"We couldn't find a way to play today and a couple 
of players were not able to give 100 per cent - | don't 
know why." 


“Our system didn't work but at the end of the day we 
had a win and we have three points in the pocket." 


"My team looked a little bit tired, not fresh enough, 
but with Aurelio came a little bit of fresh spirit." 


EST PLAYERS FOR PERTH GLORY 
Gareth Naven (Man-of-the-Match), Rob Trajkovski, 
Edgar Junior, Scott Miller 


eB 
Alistair Edwards makes them weep as he continues 
his goal-scoring onslaught. 


SocceR cL uB } 


Ivan Ergic scored the Glory’s second goal after a brilliant 
pass from Aurelio 
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Mobile Pi 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTA 
IL PADRINO CAFFE 


198 WILLIAM STREET, NORTHBRIDGE 
PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6003 
Phone/Faxi61 8 92279065 


Nunzio's 


Mobile : 0412 912 964 
Contact: Nunzio Nici 


or 
www.pizzaacademy.com.au 


Ross North Homes are giving you the chance to determine the 
Perth Glory Player of the Week and win! After the game today 
and every Perth Glory home game played, you get fo vote for 
who you want to be the Player of the Week. Just by voting for 
your favourite player for the week, you have the chance to WIN 
a Glory Pack containing a family pass (two adults and two 
children) to a Perth Glory home game and some fantastic Glory 
merchandise. You will also have the opportunity fo meet the 
players and coaching staff. 


TO WIN call 1900 966 353 


leave your name, address, telephone number and dial in the 
jersey number of your nominated Perth Glory player when 
prompted. 


Entries close midnight Monday April 17 2000. 


Call cost 50 cents. Mobile/payphone extra. Broadsystem. For 
any technical problems with phones please call freecall 1800 
639 665 for assistance. All winners will be notified by mail. For 
terms and conditions see Readers MART. 


Jamie Harnwell was the Supporter’s Choice at our last home 
game. 


The Ross North Homes Supporter of the Week was Julie 
Horsburgh of Beldon. 


A reputation built on excellence 


Who will be Perth Glory’s MGP for 1999/2000? Find out at the most 
prestigious event on the Perth Glory calendar - the MGP Ball. 


Sumptuous 4 course dining, world class entertainment, opulent 
surroundings and an electric atmosphere of expectation promise to 
make this, much anticipated, black tie event, a wonderful evening 
not to be missed. 


The MGP Ball will be held on Friday 16 June 2000. 
Tickets are $100 per person and tables of 10 are available. 


CLEAN sheets have been few and far between for 
the Glory this season, the most recent against 
basement badgers Sydney United (2-0) on April 2. 


Before that we have to go back three months for a 1- 
0 victory over Gippsland on January 9. It was the 
same scoreline against Marconi a fortnight earlier 
and Sydney United again on December 5. 


However, Glory kept the cupboard bare in three of 
their four opening games with a 1-0 win at 
Gippsland, a 3-0 victory over the Knights and a 0-0 
lraw with Adelaide. 


lhat’s seven clean sheets in 29 games, not a great 
average, but Perth have still managed to install 
themselves at the top of the table. 


But keeper Jason Petkovic, one of the men best- 
placed to see the shortcomings in his defence, said 
he fans can expect a tighter unit in the run to the 


grand final. 


‘We are a very attacking side and as such we are 
always likely to concede a goal,” said Petkovic, who 
has saved his side on numerous occasions since 


joining five months ago. 


Fisher & Paykel 


D ta 
D Tf, 
proud 


ELECTRICAL sponsors i 
PHONE 136 156 perth Glory 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 


That's slowly changing. Usually we only concede 
one, at the most two, though, of course, there have 
been a few games where we've let in more than that. 


‘Finals football does not always produce the best 
football as it tends to be pretty defensive. 


“Over the next few weeks we will change our 
approach, become a bit tighter, especially against 
these sides we can expect to play in the finals.” 


Petkovic, a finals opponent with Adelaide last 
season, said the other clubs fear Glory and don’t see 
them as an easy target for a goal. 


We’ve got everything you need in 
home entertainment and appliances 
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From the 28/12/99 to 31/5/00 - Purchase any Fisher & 
Paykel product from any Betta Electrical store (WA only), 


“They know we have the ability to create 
something,” he said. “They don’t think they can get 
a goal and then hang on. 


“They also find our crowds very intimidating and that 
is just what we want. 


and you could have the chance to be in a draw to be Bu | 
reimbursed for the price paid. D S$ Gg 
Please return this coupon and a copy of your receipt to | 
a e ELECTRICAL | We would love to get the crowds back to 18,000 
f , because that would make it even harder for the 
oll 


opposition.” 


Unit 4/75 Erindale Road 


Balcatta WA 6021 
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This week as part of our series in the 
build-up to Sydney 2000, we take a 
look at a young striker who’s made 
his name with South Melbourne. 
Michael Curcija is currently second on 
the NSL goalscoring list, despite 
missing several games through 
Olyroo commitments. And if recent 
speculation is anything to go by, Perth 
fans could be getting a very close 
look at Curcija next season, with the 
22-year-old believed to be high on 
the Glory’s shopping list for the next 
campaign. 


How do you think Sydney 2000 could 
change your life? 

| don’t think it will change my life drastically. Don’t 
get me wrong, it will be an unbelievable 
experience, but at the same time, it will just be a 


part of my life. In the end; while it's one of the 
biggest tournaments, life goes on as normal after 
it, and that’s how I’m looking at it. It won’t be the 
be all and end all of my soccer career, but it yi 
certainly be a big stepping stone. 

Why will the Olyroos perform well at 
Sydney 2000? 

Because we will have had a good, long 
preparation. Most of this squad has been together 
for around three years in the lead-up, a lot of 
players have international and overseas 
experience and that helps. 

What motivates you? 

Fear of losing. 

What inspires you? 

Scoring goals — it’s a loop effect, the more | score, 
the more I’m inspired, then the more | score, etc. 
Con Blatsis is both a South Melbourne 
teammate and an Olyroo teammate - 
does it help, particularly mentally, having 
him around? 

For sure. Con and | have known each other since 
we were 14 and we're close off the park as well 
as on it. It’s good to be able to talk to him about 
things you can't talk to fo0 many other people 
about, and we spend quite a bit of time talking 
Olyroos and Olympics — everything from tours 
coming up, to players who we think are playing 
well, to preparations — everything you can think of, 
we talk about it. 

You are in top goal scoring form for South 
Melbourne at the moment - is your 
position in the Olyroo squad something 
that’s always on your mind, or does it 
just have its place in the scheme of things, 
and is not something you’re particularly 
conscious of when you’re on the field and 
scoring for your club. 

| think when I’m actually out there playing, it’s 
nothing more than wanting to do well for my team 
mates and my club, but during the week, at 
training and preparation, it is on my mind that 
having a good season is important for me. It’s not 
really a burden, because you have to face these 
pressures, and it’s one of the things | have to deal 
with — it's just how you deal with it. | suppose | just 
take it in my stride, but | also deal with it by not 
thinking about it on match day. About the only 
person | speak to about it though is my girlfriend, 


who really knows what's going on in my head. 
How would you describe yourself as a 
player, and where (and why) do you fit 
into the Olyroo Squad? 

I'm a good goalscorer, who manages to position 
myself in the box and get into good striking 
positions. I’d be one of the better finishers going 
around in terms of Olyroos strikers, and in terms of 
goalscoring, not too many would have a better 
record than | do. 

At 22, you’re in your fourth year at South 
Melbourne - is that a good thing or a 
bad thing? 

Of course it’s a good thing - I’m with the best club 
in Australia, and if | wasn’t here, | wouldn’t have 
won two championships. | also think that during 
this time, I’ve learned how important it is to have 
not only good players but also good characters in 
your team, in terms of good team spirit. I'd never 
placed much importance on that in the past, but at 
South Melbourne, it’s not just a matter of having 
good players, but a matter of playing for each 
other and sticking up for each other, that’s what 
makes us a great team. 

You’ve played a number of games with 
the Olyroos now over a couple of years - 
how and why is the team improving? 

A. | think that there’s still a lot more improvement 
to come in the next six months as the European 
players are coming back into the squad to give it 
a little more shape. The last couple of tours have 
seen everyone play as one, everyone knows the 
system and everyone is sticking to it, which helps 
the team as a whole. 

What are you hoping to achieve 
personally over the next 12 months? 

| want to be the League’s top scorer this year, and 
I've got off to a good start ... obviously make the 
Olympic Squad, and for the 12 months, that's 
about it — | can’t really achieve much more in 12 
months. 

What do you think are the pros ... and 
the cons ... of fighting for selection while 
playing in Australia? 

The advantage is that Raul (Blanco) has an eye on 
you every week and sees, or gets reports from 
Melbourne after every game. The disadvantage 
would be that the overseas players probably have 
more of a professional set up, but a lot of the 


players who are European based are not playing 
week in and week out, which is another plus for 
me, because | am. 

Is there any one particular member of this 
current squad who you feel stands out? 
Two actually. Harry Kewell obviously, and Hayden 
Foxe. I’ve known Hayden from the AIS days when 
he was always a great player and still is — Harry 
has achieved so much in the last couple of years, 
you have to admire that. 

And your final words for the Australian 
public? 

Get behind not only the soccer team but all 
Australian Olympians in Sydney, because we 
really need the support to achieve what we want 
to achieve, against the best athletes in the world. 


FULL NAME: MICHAEL CURCUA 

CLUB: South Melbourne Soccer Club 

NICK NAME: Cij 

Date Of Birth: 27th June 1977 

Height: 182cm 

Weight: 79kg 

Positions Played: Striker 

Olyroo (Under-23) Appearances 

(Vs International opp): 18 

Olyroo Goals (Vs International opp): 7 
National Representative Honours(other): 
Young Socceroos 

Number of Seasons with current Club: 4th 
Clubs Played For (current first): South Melbourne, 
AIS, Heidelberg, Bulleen 

Junior Clubs: Rosanna, Bulleen, Heidelberg 

Age | started playing soccer: 5 

Career Highlight to date: 

Back to back championships with South Melbourne 
and representing Australia 

Biggest Achievement to date: 

Representing Australia 

Ambition: To play at the Sydney Olympics & overseas 
Words of Advice: “Work hard but enjoy yourself.” 
Favourite Quote: “Those born with natural talent 
have a responsibility to use it properly,” Muhammad 
Ali. 


Last Season 

The Prem 
Enjoyed a 
Audience 


ier League 
Television 


The authority... 


Australian Distributors: Mitre Sports Pty. Ltd. 
Telephone: (02) 4577 1670 Fax: (02) 4587 8304 


*FA Premier League Estimated Worldwide Television Viewing Figure 


VICTORIA LOOK AT ‘SUPER-CLUB’ 


[he concept of a new “super club in Melbourne remains up 
for discussion among three of Victoria's National Soccer 
league clubs and could become a reality as early as next 
season. While defending champion South Melbourne 
remains a strong candidate to survive any restructuring of the 
ompetition, the same cannot be said of Carlton, Melbourne 
Knights and Gippsland Falcons, all of which continue to 
struggle to attract a decent following. Melbourne's persistent 
failure to attract crowds to NSL games remains a source of 
great concern, not only to the Victorian clubs but also to 
soccer Australia. While the three clubs are publicly 
roclaiming a stand-alone philosophy for next season, 
behind the scenes the subject of a merger, or perhaps the 
creation of a completely new entity, remains on the table. 
Knights chairman David Galbally said he had reserved the 
name **Melbourne United" early last year, on behalf of his 
own club. At the same time, he had not ruled out 
fundamental changes to the structure of the Knights in the 
luture. “| have been engaged to re-position the Knights in the 
market place, and it is true that at some stage | envisage a 
club of that name (Melbourne United) being in the national 
league,'' Galbally said. It is believed that Galbally 
approached the Rivkin Group, owned by financier Rene 
Rivkin, last year to seek backing for the Melbourne United 
concept. A merger between the Knights and Gippsland 
falcons was discussed. Rivkin rejected the approach, and 
vith the Knights now in a stronger financial position - thanks 
lo the proceeds from Mark Viduka's transfer to Scottish club 
Celtic - a merger between the Knights and the Falcons seems 
'o have lost impetus. However, it is now believed the Falcons 
are discussing the possibility of joining forces with Carlton 
instead. Under its Soccer 21 blueprint, Soccer Australia all 
but guarantees a merged club a place in a new 12-+team 
premier league"', although so far no financial inducements 
have been offered. The Falcons/Carlton merger could mean 
home games being shared between Melbourne and Morwell, 
with Falcons coach Jeff Hopkins a favourite to take charge of 
the new team. “It (Melbourne) is the most difficult market in 
\ustralia,"" said NSL general manager Stefan Kamasz. 
‘One of the major reasons we haven't succeeded to date is 
because the clubs are so mono-cultural,” said Kamasz. “To 
reate a brand new club with no affinity becomes very 
difficult when the culture is to attach yourself to a particular 
group." Meantime, Northern Spirit are poised to solve their 
ownership problems by selling a controlling stake to one of 
the world's richest clubs, Glasgow Rangers. A deal is 
expected to be completed by this weekend which will result 
in the Scottish club taking a 51 per cent holding in the Spirit 
and allow club founder Remo Nogarotto to stay on as 
chairman. David Murray junior, whose father has owned 
Rangers since 1988, has been in Sydney for the past week 
assessing the Spirit's viability and potential. It is believed 
Murray is excited by the club's demographics, which suit a 
Rangers ambition to launch their brand name in Australia. 


BREAKERS IN FINANCIAL DISTRESS? 


The management of the Newcastle Breakers will be trying to 
smooth over mid-week allegations of cash problems that are 
believed to have thrown the club into confusion. Concerns 
have emerged over owner David Hall's failure to meet several 


contractual obligations in regard to a $1.3million debt to the 
previous Breakers consortium, although general manager 
Morris McAlister defended the National Soccer League club, 
blaming outside influences "trying to bring us down". The 
drama could not have come at a worse time for the Breakers. 
With six matches remaining in the season, Newcastle are on 
the verge of reaching the play-offs for the first time in the 
club’s history, Last week’s washout against Parramatta Power 
cost the club $60,000 in gate takings and food and-alcohol 
sales. The league announced on Wednesday the postponed 
match would be played on May 2. Coach Lee Sterrey called 
on his players to forget the problems and concentrate on 
making the play-offs. NSL general manager Stefan Kamasz 
is closely monitoring the situation, “Everyone knows how 
these things, especially matters involving finances, can affect 
a club," he said, "But | told the players to put it all aside 
because they have a job to do. If the worst comes to the 
worst and they didn't get paid for the rest of the season, then 
what are they going to do? | know if | don't get my money 
I'll still be turning up here four nights a week for training. 
What else am | going to do?” 


INCE TIPS KEWELL FOR POY 


Middlesbrough's England international midfielder Paul Ince 
said he would be voting for Socceroo forward Harry Kewell 
as his Premier League player of the year. The 32-year-old 
Middlesbrough skipper, nicknamed 'The Guynor', said he 
rated the Leeds United youngster ahead of his former team: 
mate and Manchester United skipper Roy Keane, "I'm voting 
for Kewell as my player of the year," Ince said. "Roy is 
fantastic but Kewell has been absolutely outstanding all 
season." 


BOSNICH COULD STILL JOIN OLYROOS 


Manchester United goalkeeper Mark Bosnich may yet 
become one of the over-age players for the Sydney 2000 
Olympics. British newspaper reports suggested  |talian 
Massimo Taibi was being recalled to Old Trafford for the start 
of next season while Bosnich is away at the Olympic Games. 
It has also been reported Aston Villa’s custodian David James 
is being lured to Manchester despite Bosnich’s recent 
exceptional form. Olyroo coach Raul Blanco has yet to 
confirm his three over-age players for the under-23 
tournament, but Socceroo skipper Paul Okon is believed to 
be a certainty. Okon would have played for the Olyroos in 
their recent match in Slovakia but for problems getting an 
early flight connection. Bosnich joins Stan Lazaridis and 
Mark Viduka as possible candidates for the other two over 
age positions. Meanwhile, former Australian youth 
international goalkeeper Frank Talia is being courted by 
Nottingham Forest. Talia, 27, will leave rival English first- 
division club Swindon Town at the end of the season on a free 
transfer. Former NSW Academy graduate Gareth Edds is 
now a regular in the Notts Forest reserves and is pushing for 
a firstteam call-up before the end of the season. Socceroo 
defender Shaun Murphy has shared Sheffield United's 
players! player-of-the-year award with Blades skipper Lee 
Sandford. 


Richard Kreider 


FAREWELL TO GOODISON PARK? 


Everton recently said they were looking into the possibility 
of moving from Goodison Park - their home since 1892. 
The club plans to undertake a feasibility study to 
investigate two options of either moving to a new stadium 
or redeveloping their existing ground. Everton chairman 
Bill Kenwright would prefer to stay, but insists the club 
should investigate any advantages of a move. "| would 
like to stay at Goodison Park for all of the right reasons° 
and probably some of the wrong ones,” he said. 
"However, since my takeover was announced | have 
received dozens of inquiries from various organisations 
with a move from Goodison Park as their main objective. 
"It is only proper that this should, therefore, be 
investigated fully over the coming months." Kenwright, 
however, assured fans that "no final decision will be made 
without their knowledge and general agreement". 


REGGAE BOYZ BOSS ARRIVES 


Former Brazilian coach Sebastiao Lazaroni has arrived in 
the Carribean to take up his new post as the head coach 
of the Jamaican national team. Lazaroni arrives just in 
time to begin the 2002 World Cup qualifying campaign, 
and takes over the post from fellow Brazilian Rene 
Simoes, who quit in February to spend more time with his 
family. Lazaroni brings a great coaching pedigree to the 
Reggae Boyz - he is a former coach of Fiorentina of Italy 
and Brazilian giants Vasco da Gama. 


CROATIAN PITCH INVASION 


The Croatian Premier league game between Hadjuk Split 
and Sibenik was halted, after home fans stormed the field. 
Bottom side Sibenik had taken a 2-1 lead, and home 
supporters vented their frustrations by entering the field of 
play. The game is likely to be registered as a 3-0 win to 
the visitors, the second time this season that Hadjuk have 
had a forfeited scoreline given against them. Less than a 
month ago, the side were punished for fielding a 
suspended player 


DAVIDS UNIQUE EURO PROMO 


Dutch promotion of Euro 2000 will assume record- 
breaking proportions as work begins on a purpose-built 
image of Edgar Davids. The portrayal of the Dutch 
midfielder, expected to be the size of the Statue of Liberty, 
will impose itself on The Netherlands! tallest office 
building. The effect is designed to create the impression 
that Davids is storming through the 150-metre high 
Nationale Nederlanden Insurance HQ. To the human 
eye, the office block will look as though panes of glass are 
flying out of it as Davids chases a football which has 
crashed through an adjacent tower. 


HISTORY MADE BY FRENCH AMATEURS 


Calais made French Cup history by becoming the first 
amateur team to reach the final following their remarkable 
3-1 upset of champions Girondins Bordeaux recently. The 


fourth division minnows beat Bordeaux after extra- time in 
their semi-final at Lens and will meet holders Nantes in the 
May 7 final at the Stade de France. Striker Mathieu 
Millien scored Calais' crucial second goal seven minutes 
from the end of extra-time following a mistake in the centre 
of the Bordeaux defence. Bordeaux then conceded a 
third two minutes from the end to striker Mickael Gerard 
as it threw everyone forward in a desperate bid to 
equalise for the second time. 


CELTIC TIPPED TO GO DUTCH 


Scottish giants Celtic look set to offer their vacant coach's 
position to former Dutch national boss Guus Hiddink. If 
Hiddink did take the post it would pit him against his 
predecessor in the Dutch hotseat Dick Advocaait at bitter 
rivals Rangers, who are all but certain of securing their 
A9th title and 11th in 12 years. Celtic are second in the 
Scottish Premier League but trail Rangers by more than 10 
points. The loan bright spot on the club's season has been 
the goalscoring touch of Australian striker Mark Viduka, 
who is the leading Scottish league netbuster. Hiddink, who 
guided Holland to the 1998 World Cup semi-finals where 
they lost in a penalty shootout to Brazil, is currently working 
in Spain with struggling Real Betis after a miserable tenure 
at Real Madrid, but is believed to be out of contract at the 
end of the season. Hiddink, who succeeded Advocaat as 
national coach in December 1994, has also been in 
charge of PSV Eindhoven, Fenerbahce and Valencia. 
When Barnes was dismissed earlier this year, Celtic 
refused to put a timescale on an appointment, but indicated 
they would not be prepared to gamble on an untried figure 
a second time. 


SKY’S LIMITED 


Rupert Murdoch's Sky television network will face more 
competition in the battle for the next English Premier League 
soccer broadcasting rights, with Britain's ONdigital 
confirming its candidacy. As expected, ONdigital said it 
would, like American cable operator NTL, challenge Sky 
for the lucrative three-year rights package, which starts in 
August next year. The rights are expected to cost the 
winning bidder up to STG2 billion ($A5.3 billion). The 
Premier League club chairmen met recently to announce 
details of what will be broadcast under the new rights, and 
said all bids would be conducted in “‘an open and 
transparent manner''. The English Premier League has been 
an enormous cash cow for Murdoch since he formed the 
Premier League in association with soccer chiefs in 1991. 
The current rights deal cost his network STG670 million 
($A1.77 billion) for four years. ONdigital formed in 1998 
at the onset of digital television in Britain, and at present 
broadcasts the European Champions League and German 
Bundesliga soccer matches live. A statement from the 
company said: “We are currently in discussion with the 
Premier League and with other potential partners and, now 
that the available rights have been defined, we will decide 
our approach in the coming weeks." 


TOO MUCH TV SOCCER: CLOUGH 


rian Clough, who led Nottingham Forest to two 
uropean Cup successes and went on to become one of 
the most outspoken soccer pundits on British television, 
said recently there is now too much soccer on TV. Clough 
(65), was reacting after chairmen of England's premier 
eague clubs agreed a new deal with TV companies worth 
around 2.0 billion pounds from the start of the 2001/02 
season. They plan to introduce Pay-Per View TV to watch 
ive matches and show over 100 live matches a season, 
compared to 60 now. Clough said: "Never would | have 
hought | would live to see the day when | was forced to 
complain there is too much football on television. But the 
saturation coverage of the 'beautiful game! has become 
loo much even for me. As far as | am concerned, soccer's 
josses are being daft and greedy; if they are not careful 
hey are going to drive the game's most dedicated 
supporters away." Clough's comments come two days 
alter UEFA chief executive Gerhard Aigner said in an 
interview that European soccer had gone too far in terms 
of the number of matches played. Aigner said that he 
believed that as far as the Champions League was 
concerned, soccer had reached the limit of what the 
public could bear. 


KAPPA SUPER STORE 
4A8 Beaufort street MOUNT LAWLEY WA 6003 
Ph: (08) 9228 8713 


Kappa proud teamwear sponsor of Perth Glory. 


ALI DAEI IS ASIA’S TOP PLAYER 


Iran's Ali Daei was named Asian player of the year for 
goals against top European teams "unrivalled in the 
history of Asian footballers". The Kuala Lumpur-based 
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) said Ali Daei, who 
plays for his national side and Germany's Hertha Berlin, 
brought "unrivalled positive publicity" for Asian soccer in 
1999. He was scheduled to receive the award from AFC 
president Sultan Ahmad Shah at a ceremony in Beirut, 
China's Sun Wen, the first woman to be nominated for 
player of the year, was named Asia's most valuable 
women's player of 1999. China's women's team, which 
she captained in the finals of the Women's World Cup in 
the United States last year, bagged the award for Asian 
national team of the year. The AFC in a statement singled 
out Ali Daei's goals in the European Champion's League 
against Chelsea and AC Milan. "Against Chelsea he 


__ twice outfoxed two members of the French World Cup: 


winning defence in Marcel Desailly and Frank Leboeuf," 
the AFC said. "He followed that by scoring in one of the 
great stadia in world football, the San Siro." 


Richard Kreider 


BERS ERE BE 


The club always welcomes input from its supporters. 
concerning Perth Glory, send your letters to: 

Glory Mailbag, 

PO Box 58 

North Perth WA 6006 


If you have anything you wish to write about 


Beil Fisher’Paykel 


ELECTRICAL 


Note: Letters should be preferably no 
more than 150 words. Photographs 
will also be gladly received. If your 
contribution is published in the Perth 
Glory Match-day prgramme you are 
automatically in the running for a 
fabulous major prize, courtesy of club 
sponsor Betta Electrical, that will be 
drawn and awarded at the last home 
game of the season. 


Dear Perth Glory 

Last Sunday (12 March) my son, Phillip Rea, was chosen to 
be one of the mascots at the Glory game at Perth Oval and | 
would just like to congratulate the club on the superb way 
that Phillip’s visit was handled, 

It could so easily have been a ‘here’s a coke kid, enjoy the 
game’ type effort but instead the volunteers, the coach and 
the players all made Phillip feel really special and | am sure 
that you now have a lifelong fan. | would be grateful if you 
could pass on my thanks to Carlo for looking after us so well. 
Good luck for the rest of the season. 


Yours sincerely 
John Rea, Fremantle 


To Perth Glory 
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Supporting Perth Glory 


Earthmoving 


Sand Supplies 
SAND PADS, CLEARING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 


9242 4760 


Contractors 


GMF CONTRACTORS 
306 Victoria Road Malaga 
Ph 9249 7333 Fax 9249 6333 
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SMARTER THAN SMOKING 


WIN A 
FIFA 2000 GAME 


Perth Glory and EA Sports are giving you the chance 
lo win an EA Sports FIFA 2000 Game (for playstation 
or PC). 


All you have to do is answer the question below and 
send it on the back of the envelope along with your 
name, address and phone number to: 


EA Sports FIFA 2000 Competition 
PO Box 58, North Perth 
WA 6006 
lhe first correct entry drawn out of the barrel will win 
this sensational prize. 


One game will be given away each week the Glory 
are at home, so enter now to win this fantastic soccer 
game. 

QUESTION: Which is the only team in the current top 
six that the Glory don’t have to play in their race to 
the finals? 


Our last winner was:Patricia Papotto of Mt Lawley 
The last correct answer was:Trajkovski and Naven 


SPORTS. 


A | | 


SOCCER SKILLS 


WALL PASS 


Two groups of players on the cones, one passive defender & in the 
middle, one player ¥ acts as a wall player. Player Z runs with the 
ball towards player X and plays a wall pass with player Y and 
then passes the ball to the opposite end where the drill is repeated 
in the opposite direction. 


MASCOTS 


Have you ever dreamt of leading Perth 
Glory out onto Perth Oval to the deafening 
cheer of 18,000 fans? Well here's your 
opportunity! 


All you have to do is join the Peters Glory 
Squad and enter the regular competition in 
the “Glory Days” newsletter, or pop into 
your local Chicken Treat store and enter the 
weekly competition that is running for the 
entire season, 


Glory mascots will get to meet all the 
players before leading the team out onto the 
park, and also receive a Glory prize pack 
and free entry for mum and dad with a 
Chicken Treat lunch on the day. 


So enter these two fantastic competitions for 
your chance to join the team on match day. 


Our lucky mascots 
for the last game 
were Steve 
Martion (Chicken 
Treat) and Brent 
Korver(Peters 
Glory Squad) 
pictured here with 
Gareth Naven 
before the big 
game against 
Sydney United. 
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Glory Wade Through the Pack 


Bobby Despotovski will be keen to reclaim a place in the 
starting line-up with the finals approaching. 


ARMA 
® Tarpaulins 
® Canopies & Frames 
@ Tents & Annexes 
@® Pool Covers 
® Shade Cloth 
® Plastic 


PICKING a genuine title favourite this season hag 
been tough and it hasn't got any easier despite Glory 
and Wollongong kicking a few points clear of the 
chasing pack. But they are the teams former Soccerog 
skipper turned C7 Sport (pay TV) critic Paul Wade 
believes will contest the grand final in Perth. Wade 
tipped Glory for the title before the campaign and the 
unfolding dramas of the 1999/2000 season have 
only further convinced him Stange's troops have the 


’ credentials to overcome to pursuing pack, led by the 


Wolves. 

"Perth will be minor premiers and will go on to clai 

the championship," he said. 

"| watched them the other night and any side that ca 
play Bobby Despotovski and Ivan Ergic on the bench 
has got to have a squad to carry them through to thé 
end of the season. 

"They've come through their bad patch caused by 
injuries and suspensions and Kasey (Wehrman) being 
away on international duty and they're still on top d 
the table. 

"| think they will win the title, especially if they car 
keep Troy (Halpin) and Kasey on the park." 

Glory boss Bernd Stange, who has upped the anté 
from finals! qualification to a top-two finish, believe 
three more wins will secure it for Perth and with three 
games at home he has reason for confidence. Bu 
Wollongong, just two points behind, have three 
matches against teams outside of the top six, and 
Olympic, a further five points adrift must shake o 
Brisbane (away), Parramatta (home), Perth (a), Carlto 
and Sydney United (both at home) in the run home 
Glory, by comparison, face a tough road, taking o 
Newcastle foday and then Marconi (a), Sydney 
Olympic (h), Wollongong over east and then Norther 
Spirit at Perth Oval. Perth have the hardest route to the 
finals, playing four of the top six sides, with the teams 
currently second and third - Wollongong and Olympic 
- in consecutive weeks. 
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Glory Wade, Throue 


Wade, whose C7 Sport are expected to televise the 
Olympic game, said several teams have been faced 
with this double, with Marconi about the only one fo 
core back-to-back wins. 

"Not many teams can get six points out of them in 
consecutive matches," argues the critic. 

Wollongong, he said, are the most likely club to play 
the Glory in the grand final, though three weeks ago 
he would have tipped Olympic. 

"The Wolves have just come through a month's 
intensive sprint training and rather than being tired 
they absolutely smashed the Melbourne Knights (4-0). 
"They are well and truly on their toes and have so 
many stars playing well. 

"They've scored a bagful of goals (61), seven more 
than Perth, and they've always been one of the 
highest scoring teams in the league. 

"I'd like to say Glory's next major threat was from 
Marconi, but after last weekend, it seems they have a 
few chinks, losing (3-1) the way they did to the Kingz. 
"That's why Stange and (Nick) Theodorakopoulos 
have got it right. They've had the depth and been able 
lo kick out players when they're not performing. 

"| just wonder how long Brad Maloney and (Francis) 
Awaritefe can keep it up for Marconi? 

"Olympic have great potential, but that's all - they 
won't realise it. They are running out of players 
hrough injury and the disruption of the Olyroos will 
cost them." 

Most teams in contention have had a spell at the 
summit, even sixth-placed Newcastle, but of all the 
sides currently in the top six, it's the Stallions who 
appear to have the easiest run home. The crunch 
weenie would appear to be round 33 when the top 
four going into this weekend play each other; third: 
placed Olympic are at home to Carlton and Glory 
visit the Wolves in what may be the match that 
decides just where the minor premiership resides. 
Marconi are home to Gippsland today and then host 


Ivan Ergic has been one of the finds of the NSL season 


Glory, travel to Melbourne for the Knights, take on 
Adelaide at home and then slip over to the nation's 
capital to tackle lowly Canberra. 

The Wolves finish off with Canberra (a), Brisbane 
(h), Parramatta (a), Glory (h) and Carlton (a). 
Ironically, Carlton and Newcastle will each face 
reigning champions South Melbourne twice. 
Carlton host the title holders in rounds 30 and 32, 
as well as playing the Breakers away in round 31, 
visiting Olympic in round 33 and hosting the 
Wolves in the last preliminary fixture. 

Newcastle have Glory today before hosting Carlton 
and then travelling down to Sydney to play United. 
And in between home and away clashes with South 
Melbourne, they also face Parramatta, most of 
whose team played in Sydney United's minor 
premiership side of last season, 


George Temple 
British Soccer Week 


Auto Electrical eh Airconditioning , 
Full Driveway. Service 


3 Guthrie Street @sbournnmk€ Park GO17 
Phone: 9204-1344 Fax: G4A45 2525 


In September the Olyroos 
fake on the world 


On May 5th can take on 


Carbine Club business luncheon featuring 
Olyroos Head Coach Raul Blanco and Perth 
Glory Coach Bernd Stange. 


The Australian Under-23 soccer team, under the guidance of coach 
Raul Blanco, is gearing up to this year's biggest challenge for 
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Australian soccer - the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 


id 

After successful campaigns against Brazil, Argentina, New {7 
Zealand, Egypt and Olympic champions Nigeria, the Olyroos 
are a good chance to finish amongst the medals. ( y 
Raul Blanco will give you a first hand insight into " 
Australia’s chances, in soccer, at the Olympic games. Bernd Stange 
will also be under the spotlight, talking about Glory’s upcoming 
finals campaign. 


Hyatt Regency Perth 

Friday 5th May 2000. 12.30pm — 3.30pm. 
$60 per person or $600 for a table of ten. 
Dress is business attire. 


Cost includes a 3 course meal, drinks 
and live entertainment. 


Proceeds go towards junior development. CL@PRY 


For bookings call Joely on 9383 9911 by Friday 28 April 2000. 


; 


p Harvey Fresh hamper and Greater Union cinema tickets 
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FAN COMPENNAOn 


At every home game again this season our roaming photographer 
will be taking pictures of Glory supporters for the Perth Glory 
programme. If you are in one of the photos published and you have 
a circle around you, phone 9227 5007 during weekdays to win a 


B 3c innovative, make a banner or deck yourself out in Glory colours. 


Winner of Greater Union passes and the Harvey Fresh hamper at our 
last game was Mark Chatzidaki of Ballajura. 


Sony Man-of-the-Match (Gareth Naven) 


Congratulations to Gareth Naven after another outstanding performance won him : 
the Sony Man-oFthe-Match award against Sydney United. He missed a game 
recently after wife Natalie gave birth fo their first child, but apart from that, there’s 
not much that will stop Naven. Unknown to most people, the Glory skipper was in 
doubt for the game against the Pumas almost up until the kick-off, after coming 
down with a terrible dose of the flu. When.the match kicked off, he looked like 
he'd be battling to last the first 20 minutes but from the way he played, you’d never 
have known anything was wrong. 


‘Maperotol 


Versatile Edwards Leads the Way 


Alistair Edwards’ double against South Melbourne took his season's tally to 13 to be 
the Glory’s joint topscorer with the now-departed Con Boutsianis. After a slow start - he 
didn’t open his account until round seven - Edwards has really shown his quality. But it 
hasn't just been in front of goal. His versatility has also given Bernd Stange options 
when injury or suspension have taken a toll with the 31-year-old filling in at wing-back 
and in midfield at various stages of the season. 


Puma Keeper Had a Ball 


Standing in goal in front of the hill can be quite daunting for goalkeepers visiting Perth 
Oval. But despite his side’s 2-0 loss last week, veteran Sydney United keeper Brett 
Hughes had a great afternoon and as he said, gave as good as he got. 


“You've just got to play up to them (the hill),” he said. “If you start yelling back at them, 
they're just going to yell more abuse at you.” 


“They enjoyed the game and they got involved and when you’re a player, that gets you 


going as well.” 


“I's thoroughly enjoyable. They have a go at me, | have a go at them.” 


Glory Celebrates Goal-den Milestone 


When Alistair Edwards glanced Scott Miller's free-kick past Brett Hughes and into the 
bottom corner of the net after 18 minutes against Sydney United, he did more than 
just give the Glory a 1-0 lead. His eleventh strike of the season was also the Glory’s 
200th competitive goal {including four in finals). Twenty-nine players have contributed 
to that total (as well as four own goals), while Bobby Despotovski'is the club’s most 
prolific scorer with 39 


Nine Points Will Be Enough 


When Bernd Stange said after last Sunday's 2-1 victory, he thought three more 
home wins would be enough for a top-+two spot, he was right on the mark. With 
the third, fourth and fifth-placed teams all sitting on 48 points, even five wins out 
of five by any of those would take them to 63 points, just eight more than the 
Glory’s current tally of 55. So another nine points would make it impossible for 
the Glory to finish out of the top-two. 
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